
   

 

VILLAGE OF BREWSTER  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

MAY 18, 2011 
PUBLIC HEARINGS & REGULAR MEETING 

Minutes 
The Board of Trustees of the Village of Brewster held a Regular Meeting at 7:30 P.M. on MAY 18, 
2011 at Village Hall, 50 Main Street, Brewster, New York.  
 
Attendees:  Absent: 
Mayor: James Schoenig 
Deputy Mayor and Trustee: Christine Piccini  
Trustees; Tom Boissonnault, Mary Bryde, Terri Stockburger 
Village Engineer: John Folchetti   
Village Counsel: Anthony Molé,  
Clerk & Treasurer: Peter Hansen 
Village Police: John Del Gardo 

 

Pledge to flag. 

Notation of Exits 

Public Hearings 

7:30 PM Public Hearing – CDBG Grant Application 
Mayor Schoenig motions to open the CDBG Grant Application Public Hearing at 7:30 PM, 
Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 5 to 0.  No public comment.  Mayor Schoenig motions 
to close the CDBG Grant Application Public Hearing, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 5 to 
0. 
 
7:31 PM or as soon thereafter as time permits; Public Hearing – Parking District 
Mayor Schoenig motions to open the Parking District Public Hearing, at 7:31 PM Deputy 
Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 5 to 0.  No public comment.  Mayor Schoenig motions to close 
the Parking District  Public Hearing, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 
 
7:32 PM or as soon thereafter as time permits; Public Hearing –Overlay District  
Mayor Schoenig motions to open the Overlay District Public Hearing at 7:32 PM, 2nd all in 
favor 5 to 0.  No public comment.  Mayor Schoenig motions to close the Overlay District 
Public Hearing, Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 
 

Regular Meeting 
Mayor Schoenig motions to open the Regular Meeting at 7:33 PM, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd 
all in favor 5 to 0. 

 
1) Assessor – postponed until 8:15.  Laurie Bell, Town of Southeast Assessor explains the 

assessment process and the valuations.  The process requires that the prior year sales 
be used because the assessment year is essentially 1 year behind.  Market trends can 
only be used for so long and then the State recommends a full reappraisal year.  The last 
full reappraisal year was in 2005.  This creates some shifts in market value that may 
surprise some.  There is a grievance procedure for contesting your assessment.  That 
period for grievance ends on May 24th this year.  The Assessor, if he or she agrees can do 
a stipulation of settlement then and there.  If the Assessor does not agree with a 
reduction then you may submit your grievance before the assessment review board.  If 
you are still not satisfied you can still proceed with further appeals depending on the 
size and type of property.  The process is clearly stated on the Real Property Services 



web site and in the Assessor’s office.  Rick Stockburger asks about the residential and 
commercial percentage variances.   In the Village of Brewster roughly 35% went up, 53% 
went down, and 12% remained the same.  John Degnan says he met with the Assessor 
and learned that there was only one house sold in the Village during the time period 
under consideration and as a result the Assessor went outside the Village limits.  Mr. 
Degnan believes it is very unfair to use comparables from the Town.  Ms. Bell explains 
that there is a neighborhood analysis done as well.  Ms. Bell has made herself available 
to the public beyond normal working hours and is available for 1 on 1 meetings.  Mayor 
Schoenig thanks Ms. Bell for coming to explain and answer questions. 

2) Monthly Reports  
a. Engineer’s Report – John Folchetti delivers the monthly engineer’s report.  Mr. 

Folchetti suggests we notify the property owner of the hole in the sewer pipe.  
There is a partial collapse of the culvert under Rte 6 which carries water from 
the north side of Main Street somewhat East of the wall collapse.  Mayor 
Schoenig motions to accept the Engineer’s report dated 5-18-11, Trustee 
Stockburger 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

b. Police Report – John Del Gardo delivers the April Police Report.  Mayor Schoenig 
motions to accept the Police Report for April, 2011, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd, all 
in favor 5 to 0. 

c.  Planning Board Report – David Kulo delivers the April Planning Board report.  
Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the April Planning Board Report, Trustee 
Stockburger 2nd all in favor 5 to 0.   

3) Budget Transfers – Treasurer Hansen explains that every fund has under spent their 
respective budget year-to-date.  The General Fund is currently under budget by 
$86,000, the Water Fund is under budget by $77,000, and the Sewer Fund is under 
budget by $81,000.  The treasurer recommends that those lines within each fund that 
may have exceeded their budget be supplemented by those budget lines that have an 
excess.  Money from and to Personal, Capital Equipment, and Contractual expenses will 
remain in the same object of expenditure.  Mayor Schoenig motions to authorize the 
Treasurer to transfer like budget lines to balance the budget, Trustee Stockburger 2nd all 
in favor 5 to 0. 

4) Utility Arrears Re-Levy on Taxes – Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to approve the utility 
arrears as presented, Trustee Boissonnault 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

5) Tax Warrant – Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to authorize Mayor Schoenig to sign the 
2012 Tax Warrant, Trustee Stockburger 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

6) May 4 Minutes for approval – Deputy Mayor Piccini motions to approve the minutes for 
May 4th Trustee Bryde 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

7) Health Insurance & Co-pay Policy – continued from May 4th meeting.  Table until June 1, 
2011. 

8) Grace Assembly Parade/Street Closure Permit – Request is to close Marvin Ave. from 
Park Street to the Green Lot.  Mayor Schoenig motions to approve the permit on 
Saturday May 21st from 2 PM to 9 PM.  Trustee Stockburger 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

9) Correspondence sent-received – Trustee Bryde asks if the Election letter is routine.  
Answer is yes.  Trustee Bryde asks if anyone attended the Office of the Aging annual 
luncheon or the Head Start open house and tour.  Answer is no.  Deputy Mayor Piccini 
recommends that these type of invitations be shared with all board members in the 
event the Mayor may not be able to attend, another member of the board has the 
opportunity.  Mayor Schoenig motions to accept the correspondence received and sent, 
Trustee Stockburger 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

10) Vouchers Payable 
a. A           General                                                        $32,297.49 
b. F           Water                                                       302,563.73 
c. G           Sewer Operations                                         59,639.20 
d. H10      Wastewater Treatment Capital Project  3,030.02 
e. H15 Sidewalks SAFETEA-LU 807.50 



 Total Vouchers Payable                          $398,337.94 
Mayor Schoenig motions to approve Vouchers Payable, Deputy Mayor Piccini 2nd all 
in favor 5 to 0. 

11) Other Business 

a. Deputy Mayor Piccini: Time invested with Mary Donnelly regarding moving 
forward with micro enterprise grant initiative.  There is some interest and at the 
moment we are moving forward.  A public hearing will be required and outreach 
to commercial property owners is also important to help bring new business 
into the Village. 

b. Trustee Stockburger:  All intact hanging baskets are in place with plantings.  
There are some plantings leftover and we are looking at additional planters. 

c. Trustee Bryde: Did we progress on the gas service for 208 Main?  The gas service 
can be provided at no or minimal cost depending on usage/consumption.  Still 
need to have an HVAC contractor estimate the changeover before we can move 

forward.  Additionally, Mayor Schoenig presented a proclamation  to David 

Mitchell at his Eagle Scout ceremony with Trustee Bryde and OIC John 

Del Gardo also attending. 

d. Trustee Boissonnault asks about ownership of the Carmel Avenue Bridge.  
Counsel Molé advises there is an ongoing dialogue over this issue. 

e. Mayor Schoenig asks about the water law revision and the ongoing arrears 
litigation.  Counsel Molé advises he is working on a revision and the arrears case 
is proceeding.  Mayor Schoenig asks about the status of 571 N. Main.  Counsel 
advises they are due in court in June.   

12) New Business  

a. Deputy Mayor Piccini asks if we can change the penalty application for Water, 
Sewer, and Refuse,  

b. Trustee Stockburger will be working on banners. 

c. Trustee Bryde, Mayor Schoenig, and OIC John Del Gardo attended the Eagle 
Scout event at the VFW.  It was a worthwhile and inspirational event.   

13) Public Comment 

a. Tyler Murello asks about the mileage and gas consumption for the Police.  
Additionally, what is the status of the Phillips Lane Stop Sign? 

b. Rick Stockburger says Barbara Bates donated $50 toward solar lights for the 
planters.  Mr. Stockburger asks about the Town water arrears.  Treasurer 
Hansen says the total is roughly 40 to 50 thousand.   

14) Mayor Schoenig motions to adjourn, Trustee Stockburger 2nd all in favor 5 to 0. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 
 



 
 

 
 



 



 



 
 



 



 


